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JESSIE OWENS PARK BOARD MEETING
SEPTEMBER 8 , 1994, 4100 P.M.
HOULTON

Jessie Owens Park Board met September # at the Extension
D!lim in Moulton.

James Pinion open the discussion by informing Board Members
that a resolution had been -iqmd at Colonial Bank in Moulton by
n. :Juu Pinion) and Therman White which attested that the

‘X Board was a non-profit arqlnlsulon. Therman White and
.run Pinion are nw ta- -utbarsus-g signatures for checks
written from the Boa

Tharnan White reported that matal back boards are being
assexbled for the basket ball goals. The Board purchased
the matarials for the back-boa Souave: ree labor is being
donated by a loealqmmwhﬂnbmk -boards up.

Checks written in 1994 as of 9-9-94 as reported by James
Pinion are: § 21.00 - for copy
35.00 - to Sothern Printing for stationary
1200.00 = for Public Affairs (Paula Hovater)

Deposits as of 9-9-94 a
$ 250.00 =~ f:on local Oakville Community group
500.00 = from Champion Internationa
1000.00 ~ from Lawrence County Commission
Current balance as of 9-9-94 is $875.00

rk has received Land and Water grant in the
of siﬂ non and a matching (su/so) grant from ARC in the amount
of $75,000.00. The ARC grant is to be used for the statue.

TVA will conduct a feasibility study, hopefully in Octobaer.

County Commission is in the process of trying to get
lublut.y insurance for volunteers wrklng at the pu): At
present, if a volunteer qlll hurt while working at the park
the Board could be liab)

Fudla Bovater has set op & reception on Sept 2
u.-xm. with Dr. Leroy Walker who is President e olyspic
Comaittea

Mra. Hovater bas also set up 4 Besting vith the Jessie Ovens®
family in Chicago on 10-10-94

The purpose of this meeting ll!oupdn:llln Ovens on the
pack progress and to sollclt her Inpu and ®
Euséum. The mesting will "Fia0 Jet. the Gvens f 1y know
uut m Board is not wuehirq money from ta-. enly their
SUPpOrt for the Park projec

Clarence Pointer, former East Lavrence student is interested
in doing some drawings for the museus.

Discussion and cilr.\ﬂ.c‘tiuﬂ on the use of the official Olympic
rings will be needed for the statue before it 1s constructed

Meeting adjourned.
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FAX TRANSMITTAL: (205) $74-2505

MEMORANDUM
TO: Jio s E. Pinion
FROM: Paula §. Hovater

DATE: September 28, 1994

DR. LEROY WALKER'S LUNCHEON
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
OCTOBER 13

The universitics presidents would like for two of your board members to represent
the Jesse Owens Memorial Park et this iuncheon

Could you let me know who will be atiending”
President Thomas . Coits
Samford University

President Albert 7. H. Sloan, 1/
Miles College

President . Claude Bennetr
The University Of Alobama At Birmingham

President Nyal Perte
Birmingham Southemn Coflgge

Confially invite you to a
Lunckeen
fomoring

Dr. Leroy Walker, President
The United States Olympic Committee

The Thirteoti of Octofer

Npon
The CTub
Atop Red Mountain
Baorrd  ittembers Ao n ]
The Tesse Ouwns Memorial Park Froject
Trmes Hiwiean

A’a"ﬂ.ﬂr 30:/‘#”};,—



E: 2051 9742484

JESSE OWENS MEMORIAL PARK BOARD
3075 Alapama Highway 157, Suite 6 .
“fouitan. Alabama 33650

—— -

October 19, 1994

Dr. LeRoy Walker
President

U.5. olympic Committee

1750 East Boulder Street
Colorade Springs, Colorado 50909

Dear Dr. Walker:

The Jesse Owens Memorial Park Board requests approval to use
the Olympic Rings in our development of the Jesse OWens Memorial
Park at his birthplace in Oakville, Alabama.

"The purpose of the Jesse Owens Memorial Park is to provide
a living memorial te Jesse Owens, to honor and perpetuate his
athletic achievements and sportsmanship, as well as his
accomplishments as an individual. This will be accomplished in
two ways. First, by providing athletic and passive recreational
oppoertunities to Oakville and Lawrence County residents.
Secondly, by attracting visitors to Lawrence County to visit the
Jesse Owens Monument and related memorabilia.™

The Park Beoard has a 501 (¢} (3) nonprofit status. In no
way have we planned or intend to prefit from the Park.

Any monies raised will be used for maintenance, promoticn
and the support of the Jesse Owens Foundation.

We appreciate your help in getting appreoval to use the
olympic Rings symbols on the statue, gate and sign at the Park.

Sincerely,
' \ﬁ
AP

ames Pinion
Vice-Chairman
Jesse Owens Memorial Park Board

1 474-2505 Eliyitia-sin






JESSE OWENS PARK BOARD MEETING
October 20, 1994, 3:30 P.M.
Extension Office, Moulton

The meeting was called to order. Minutes were read and
approved.

James Pinion informed Board members of the official
notification from Senator Howell Heflin's office of the awarding
of the Federal Grant in the amount of $75,200.00 to the Jesse
Owens Park.

The final amount from the Council Of The Arts will be forth
coming and this money will also used be for the construction of
the statue.

The J.0. Park Board paid for Henry Buchanan's trip to
Chicago to meet with the Owen's family.

James Pinion and Henry Buchanan both stated that they felt
that the meeting with the Owen's family in Chicago was very pro-
ductive and that hopefully any concerns of the family about the
park were cleared up. They (James and Henry) felt that the
family was impressed with their presentation and model of the
Park. Kenneth Owens and Paula Hovater also attended this
meeting.

James stated that Mrs. Owens agreed to help get replicas of
medals and other items to use in the museum at the Park.
However, Mrs. Owens indicated that she would like to see the
birth home replica used as the museum.

James Pinion and Henry Buchanan also attended the reception
with Dr. Leroy Walker in Birmingham on 10-13-94. They reported
that the reception was very good and they had an opportunity to
talk with several dignitaries about the park. They were also
able to talk with Dr. Leroy Walker about using the Olympic rings
on the statue. Dr. Walker suggested that the Park Board write to
the Olympic Committee asking for permission to use the rings.

The Olympic Committee would in turn, make a decision on the
request. James Pinion shared with the Board a letter that he had
written to Dr. Walker and the Olympic Committee asking to use the
rings.

James Pinion also informed the Board about the Jesse Owens
Foundation Banquet held in Chicago and asked that the Board
purchase a $150.00 seat to show support for this annual event.

A motion was made and seconded that the Board purchase the
seat. The group was in consensus. Each Board member will pay
15.00 each toward this cause.



Approval was given to Therman White to write a check in the
amount of $150.00 from the Board's account and the $150.00 would
be made up from the fifteen dollar contribution from each Board
member.

Henry Buchanan reported that Henry Graven is working on the
Torch Run which hopefully will come through Oakville. The
decision of the final route will be announced in 1995.

Henry also reported the possibility of a state wide fundrasing
committee being organized by Paula Hovater and others.

Before Bronco cast the statue, the Owens family in Chicago will
be asked to look at it for their opinion/approval.

Therman White reported that due to the time frame, around
$4,000.00 from the Forestry Grant will be lost. This grant was
used to construct the fence and gate.

Mr. Sylvester Owens was introduced to the Board members and
sat in on the meeting. Mr. Sylvester Owens expressed his support
for the park project.

Mr. Phillip Reich talked about the 14th year of the Jesse
Owens Run which is held in the spring each year in Moulton and
how the race does justice to the memory of Jesse Owens. Mr.
Reich stated that some 250 to 300 volunteers are involved in this
race in memory of Jesse Owens.

Rosemary Lewey further expressed that the race has drawn
races closer together in unity and involved kids and given them

an opportunity to succeed.

Mr. Reich reported to the Board that he had gotten a call
on 10-19-94 from the accountant of Paula Hovater to discuss the
remaining invoice from May and June, 1994 ($5132.40). The
invoice did indicate a credit for the $1200.00 paid.

Mr. Marvin Fitzgerald reported to the Board that he and his
wife Gloria went to meet with the Jesse Owens family in Chicago
on September 28.

He (Marvin) expressed that Mrs. Owens and her daughters were
upset that he had not been invited to go to Chicago to the
planned meeting on 10-10-94 and therefore invited them to come up

earlier.

He expressed that Mrs. Owens was concerned about Board
members, Borden, Reich and Littrell and why more had not been
done with the park in 10 years.

pPg. 2 of 3



Marvin stated that he had informed Mrs. Owens about all of
the confusion about he local fundraising efforts. However, Mrs.
Owens was impressed with the results of the local fund raising
activities.

Mr. Fitzgerald expressed that the Owens family in Chicago
feel like the bylaws should be followed. They stated that an
election should be held yearly to elect a new chairman. The
family also felt that the by-laws may need to be amended.

Marvin informed Mrs. Owens about the local fund raising
committee and the family wanted the local fundraising efforts to
stay exactly as they are on the local level.

Marvin informed the Board that Mrs. Owens wanted minutes
from meetings and to tape every meeting. Any complaints should
be discussed with Marlene Owens in Chicago.

Marvin also stated that the Owens family want Gloria
Fitzgerald to stay active as a local and community fund raising
person and that Marvin should stay active as a Board member and
family member.

Marvin expressed some discontentment with Mr. Therman White
as the chairman of the Board. He asked that the Board consider
to elect someone else as chairman if we are to abide by the by-
laws.

Marvin reported that eight hundred plus dollars was raised
on the latest fundraising. Marvin shared with the Board a plaque
that he and Gloria had received from the Owens' family in
appreciation for the work they had done.

James Pinion suggested that from the Extension Service
standpoint, that he and other Extension members may need to back
off until this situation with the Board is resolved.

Marvin further stated that he did not see a problem with the by-
laws -- only abide by them. He also stated that he felt like he
had been excluded from some of the meetings.

Phillip Reich stated that the original Park Board was
established by Roger Dutton and that he and Tim Littrell was a
part of the original Board. He also expressed that all park
activities need to be coordinated so that everyone will be
informed and that the differences within the Board and the
community need to be resolved so that progress can continue.

Pg. 3 of 3



JOF

The Jesse Owens
Foundation

401 North Michigan
Chicago, llinois 60611
312/527-3311

(FFICERS

Chatirman

Mrs, Jesse (wens

Vice Chairman and Assistan Secretary
Gloria Owens Hemphill
Adwministrator

Chicago Board of Education
President

Drrwin N, Davis

Semior Vice President

The Equitable Financial Companies

Vice President

Walter Kirwan

Wanager, External Affairs
ALKY

Secretary
William E. Simon
William E. Simon & Sons, Inc.

Treasurer

David Ullmian

\ssistant Treasurer
Beverl Owens Prather

DIRECTORS

Henry Brown

Senfar Vice President
Anheuser-Busch, Inc.
William H. Coshy, Jr.
Costy

Joshua Culbreath
Ciich
Central Siate University

Donm DeVYarona
AB/Sports

Michael E. Fisher
Vice President
Narris Trust & Savings Bunk

Bud Greenspan

President

Cappy Productions, Inc.

J. Penn Kavanagh

Chatrman and CED

Schieffelin & Somerset Comprany
Joseph R. King

Chief Evecutive Officer

The Narragansett Group
Theodore T, Lithgow, Jr,

Mark Mitchell
Comsultant
The Equitable Financil Companies

Jobn T Moant

Leeny Nefman
Lerov Neiman, Inc

David C. Peterson
Mariene Owens Rankin

William J. Richandson

Vice President

Schieffelin & Somerset Company
Juan Antonio Samaranch
President

International Ohmpic Committee

Dr. Harvey W, Schiller
Execufive Diregtor.
United States Ohmpic Commitiee

Director Emeritus

Chares McMurray, Jr.

Shecial Assistant

The Ohio State Alumni Association

Marlene 0. Rankin
Executive Director

October 27, 1994

Mr. James Pinion

Jesse Owens Memorial Park Board
13075 Alabama Highway 157, Suite &
Moulton, Alabama 35650

Dear James:

Please accept our gratitude for your support and
participation in the Fourth Annual Jesse Owens
Humanitarian Award Dinner with the purchase of a
reservation for $150.00.

Your contribution will assist us in continuing to
provide our youth with an opportunity to realize
their potential and lead productive lives.

Mel Walker, Jesse Owens' friend and Ohio State
teammate, will use this reservation in your name.

Again, thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Marlene O. Rankin
Executive Director

Because there's no such thing as an average kid.
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Martent Owens Rankin
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Vice President

Schieffelin & Somerset Company
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President
Internationad Olvmpic Committee
Dr. Harvey W, Schiller
Execntive Director.

U'nited Seates Ompic Commitiee

Director Emeritus

Charles McMurray, Jr.

Special Assistand

The (thio State Mumad Association

November 9,

1994

Mr. James Pinion

County Agent-Coordinator

The Alabama Cooperative Extension Service
Auburn University

Lawrence County Office

3075 AL HWY 157,
AL 35650

Moulton,

Dear Mr.

Suite 6

Pinion:

Thank you for forwarding the minutes from March 24, 1993,

September 8,

1994 and October 20, 1994 meetings of the

Jesse Owens Park Board.

After reviewing the minutes from the October 20,

1994

meeting, we have identified a number of discrepancies to

which we feel it important to respond.

follows:

ll

Martene (0. Rankin
Execntive Direclor

They are as

Gloria and Marvin Fitzgerald met with the Jesse
Owens family in Chicago on September 28, 1994
at their urging.

Mrs. Owens and the family are not familiar with
any of the Board members and are, therefore,
not in a position to render an opinion on them
or their activities as it relates to the Jesse
Owens Park or anything else.

The family has never sat in judgment of what
the Board is or has been doing over the years.
We are, in fact, impressed with what has been
done, particularly in the face of all the
controversy on a number of levels.

The Owens family is troubled and confused by
the conflict over local fundraising efforts.
We have not rendered an opinion on this, but do
feel that any efforts on behalf of the Jesse
Owens Park should be guided by and have the
blessings of the Board of Directors.

It is our understanding that the Board of
Directors has established By-Laws. In
responding to Gloria and Marvin's concern about
how the Board operates, it was suggested that
they review the By-Laws and if they were not

Because there’s no such thing as an average kid.



being followed, the matter should be brought to
the attention of the Board of Directors.
Should the Board see fit, the By-Laws could be
amended to address any discrepancies.

The Jesse Owens Family is not in a position nor
wish to dictate what is a Board matter and a
Board decision. Local fundraising is a matter
that should be discussed and decided by the
Board of Directors. If Gloria Fitzgerald is
doing a good job and the fundraising activities
are consistent with the fundraising plan and
goals established by the Board, in addition to
maintaining the proper image of Jesse Owens,
then perhaps the Board should consider allowing
the activitv to continue. But again, that is
a Board decision.

In order to be kept abreast of the activities
related to the Jesse Owens Park, the family
asked that we receive the minutes from the
meetings. Responding to Fitzgerald's concerns
that the minutes would be altered and would not
be representative of actual proceedings, it was
suggested that perhaps they could be taped with
permission, of course.

As we expressed in our meeting with you, Mr.
Pinion, and Mr. Buchanan, we felt it important
for Marvin Fitzgerald, a family member and long
time supporter of this project to remain on the
Board. We encouraged him to express his
concerns in Board meetings so that they could
be properly responded to.

While we very much appreciate all of the work
and effort on the part of all of you in the
interest of the Jesse Owens Park, we have not
expressed this gratitude in any other way but
verbally. A statement was issued to Paula
Hovater to be read at a press conference on the
occasion of Dr. LeRoy Walker's address to the
corporate, business and academic community in
the interest of gaining support for this
project. (see attached)

It is my sincere hope that these nine items be submitted
by someone on the Board as an addendum to the minutes of
the October 20, 1994 meeting. We hoped that those
involved in this project had the purest of intentions and
that is to see a great Olympian, Humanitarian and citizen
of the world represented in the his home state in a way

2



that would endure over time.

We applaud and encourage your efforts on this project and
thank you for remembering Jesse Owens.

ncerely
bk Otra
Ruth S. (Mrs. Jesse) Owens
and family.



Jesse Owens Park Board Meeting
December 8, 1994
4:30 p.m., Ag. Center, Moulton

Meeting was called to order.

James Pinion shared with the Board another drawing from Branko
Medenica.

At the present time, the Park Board still has not heard from Dr.
Leroy Walker in reference to using Olympic rings as part of the
statue.

Some discussion was given to using replicas of the gold medals
Jesse Owens' won on the statue instead of using the Olympic
rings.

A motion was made by James Pinion and seconded by Marvin
Fitzgerald to dispense of using the Olympic rings and use
replicas of the gold medals Jesse Owens won as part of the
statue. The group voted and motion carried.

A letter will be composed and sent to Branko asking him to
develop a drawing using the four gold medals instead of the
rings on the statue.

Branko Medenica will go to Chicago to talk with the Owens, family
once the actual work begins on the statue.

James Pinion gave Board members a copy of minutes of the October
20, 1994 meeting. The minutes were read. He also informed and
shared with the Board a letter that he had received from Mrs.
Ruth Owens which addressed several points in the Jesse Owens
Board Meeting Minutes of 10-20-94. The letter from Mrs. Owens
was submitted as an addendum to the minutes of the October 20th
meeting.

Amendments to the By-Laws were discussed and voted on which was
the using of a tape recorder to record proceedings of board
meetings and non-board members standing-in for Board Members.

A motion was made by Therman White and seconded by Janice White
that board meeting proceedings would not be taped. The Board
voted and the motion carried.

A motion was made by Therman White that a Non-Board Member cannot
stand-in for or represent a Board member in their absence. The
motion was seconded by Janice White. The Board voted and the
motion carried.



Marvin Fitzgerald made a motion that if Board Members did not
attend one out of 4 consecutive meetings, then the Board should
look for replacements for that particular Board member.

Discussion was given to the motion. Motion died due to a lack of
being seconded.

Therman White expressed concerns about fundraising activities.
He suggested that plans for fundraising activities should come

through the Board.

Rosemary Lewey suggested that a fundraising activity form be
developed which would state the purpose of the money being
raised, kind of activity, when, etc. The form would be filled
out at least 30 days prior to the event taking place by the
individual or group sponsoring the activity. The form would be
submitted to the Board for them to review and make a decision on

the activity.

Marvin also suggested that Board members get Board approval
before any permanent work is done at the Park.

James Pinion expressed concern the Board was not aware of how
much money or the purpose of the money being raised by the local
fund raising committee headed by Gloria Fitzgerald. James
suggested that the local fundraising committee send the money
that had already been raised to the Jesse Owens Foundation or
give it to the Park Board for the Board to use in the best
interest of the Park.

Marvin Fitzgerald reminded the Board that money for the basket
ball backboards for the Park came from the local fundraising

group.

A motion was made by James Pinion and seconded by Marvin
Fitzgerald to ask the local fundraising committee headed by
Gloria Fitzgerald and Tommie Hollingsworth to turn in money
that had been raised to the Park Board Committee. The motion

carried.

A motion was made by Marvin Fitzgerald and seconded by Janice
White that everyone including Board Members should get Board
approval before any permanent work is done at the Park. The
group was in consensus.

A motion was made by Rosemary Lewey and seconded by Janice White
that a fundraising Activity Form be developed( which would state
the kind of activity, purpose of money being raised, etc.) and
submitted to the Board at least 30 days before event by groups or
individuals conducting the event. The motion carried.

Rosemary Lewey was asked to help develop this form.

page 2 0f 3



Marvin Fitzgerald discussed the voting on another Board
Chairperson if the By-Laws are to be followed.

James Pinion reported that a $40,000.00 grant had been received
and that all in-kind work will have to be approved or dis-
approved by John Strickland.

Therman White made a motion that the Board get in touch with Ms.
Rankin in Chicago to request scholarship applications from the
Jesse Owens Foundation. Motion was seconded by Janice White.
Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned.

page 3 0f 3
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Cooperative
Extension Service

LAWRENCE COUNTY OFFICE / MOULTON, AL 35650
13075 AL HWY 157, SUITE 6
TELEPHONE (205) 974-2464

January 11, 1995

Mr. Jon Strickland
ADECA

401 Adams Avenue
Montgomery, AL 35361

Dear Mr. Strickland:

Ooutlined are the following procedures that the Jesse Owens
Memorial Park Board used in selecting a sculptor for the Jesse
Owens statue:

I. Six sculptors in Alabama were called from a list furnished
by the Alabama Council on the Arts. The six called were: (1)
Larry Godwin, P.O. Box 518, Brundridge, AL 36010, phone - 735-
2784 (2) Frank Fleming, 1309 Saulter, Birmingham, AL 35209,
phone - 870-5314 (3) Clydetta Fulmer, Rt. 1, Box 31, Butler
Hill Road, Montgomery, AL 36105, phone - 281-9485 (4) Charles
Munoz, Box 185, Cuba, AL 36907, phone - 392-7741 (5) Cordray
Parker, 3460 Possum Creek Trail, Bessemer, AL 35023, phone -
425-4829 (6) Branko Medenica, 417 25th St. South, Birmingham,
AL 35223, phone - 323-6251.

The sculptors were told over the phone about our park
development and our desire for a statue. Three responded to
share their ideas with the Board. Specifications for the statue
were developed from the recommendations of Larry Godwin, Branko
Medenica and Clydetta Fulmer. Each of the three sculptors used
the following criteria for bid proposals: (1) Running figure of
Owens (2) 10 ft. figure of Owens (3) Bronze casting (4)
Granite veneer base 4'x 4'x 4',.

II. Each sculptor developed drawings and models of their statue
proposal. The Board met with each one to review their portfolio,
discuss projected cost, payment schedule and time frame for
completion.

III. The proposals each sculptor made are as follows: (1) Ms.
Clydetta Fulmer (written down at meeting with the Board by James

Cooperative
Extension
System

AUBURN, ALABAMA A&M AND TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITIES COOPERATING
The Alasbama Cooperative Extension Service offers educational programs to all people without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age or handicap

AN EQUAL CPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Pinion) (a) 8 ft. bronze without base - $50,000 (b) Base
estimate - 4 ft. x 4 ft. x 10 ft. high - $15,000 (c) 1 year to
complete (d) Payment of 25% to sculptor, 25% to foundry at
contract signing. Balance due upon completion. (2) Larry
Godwin - letter enclosed. (3) Branko Medenica - letter
enclosed. Payment schedule not included in letter from Branko
but written in the Board's minutes as follows: 1/3 at contract
signing, 1/3 at half completion, 1/6 at casting statue and 1/6
after installation of statue.

IV. The Board was impressed with all sculptors but all members

chose Branko Medenica based on the following: (1) Quality of
work - portfolio (2) Artistic creativity (3) Resume (4)
Complete job - base and field construction (5) Projected a good
working relationship (6) His enthusiasm and interest in the

total park project

V. The Board used Branko's statue drawing for grant proposals
with Governors Hunt and Folsom. Also used his drawing to secure
$4,800 grant from Alabama Council on the Arts and $500 in private
donations.

VI. Even though the Board has worked with Branko over the past
year in idea refining, statue development etc., we are not
financially or contractually obligated to him; however, all Board
members desire his services.

If some points are unclear or you need further information,
please call me at (205) 974-2464.

Thanks for your consideration for the Board to enter into a
contract with Branko Medenica as soon as possible.

Since Y,
\3¢fi::;7 c
—e e ————

ames Pinion
County Agent-Coordinator



