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Each day counts in finishing Owens park

CUAY Pro by Joie

Tomey
Therman White levels the
shoulder ol he road leading
into the Jesse Owens Visdors
Center at Oakvilly

aboust & week
sse Chaens Memonal
Jarmes | o,

Gravel triscks outside the pask
can enter because construction
creus ane pouring tar on the ondy
entranee. The road paving and the
gravel for a pariang ot mean
progress, but happening together
they spell “new peoblem® for the
park project eoordmatee.

“1l be gad when this is over,”
said Pinion, in frustration.

Pindon, who for fve years hoas
headed up the park project, ddat
plan it this way,

“1 had in the plan that in June, |
would sit back and wait for the

wy when
Is in the

Pinion “dbdn't have a dme” for
the park until he and fellow Au-
bum Extension Servicr county
agent Henry Buchanan convinced
Olympie oficials tan years ago 1o
rercute the Olymgic tarch through
here June 29, Since then, tumning
a |75-acre pasture mio a tribuie
to Owens in just two years has
been an exhmstive race,

And as he and park committee
chairman  Therman  White near

Continued from page Al

A bronze of Orwens and aa
16 torch replica are
coming Bimingham, but the
soulplor won'l say when,

Bul when the mosey was
able, sprding it was no eary task
other

“That's when the headaches
A" be sadd "

thirik sbout buildng & park There
e s many aapects to think
bt *

Piewn and White w2 they alss
Fad to deald with people who wanted
to tell them how to spend the
mney “Afer we gol the eacy, we

addesly bocame dumb wnd they
becagme inteligent,” White wad

Bul the men e peoud of the
progress.

“The good has outweighed the
bad and we can prove it because
the park & nearly fnished and
we've done wamethang nght o we
woulda’t huve gotten this far ™

Fuwon ssid he got gramt mossy

Jesse Owens Park funds

“When wo knew the torch was
‘onerdng. # put pressure on al of us”
Pirion said " We had to quit
daung the dress sed make it re
aaty "

To keep the dream alre, Pision
started et manths ago Laliing 1o

joe™

t o masaEg te
park its first yesr. Afer that, the
oounty — the park board,
which Pirica, W s Buchanan

are members — would bave W hire
& rmanager W0 promote the park and
rase the $45,000 needed annuady to
maintsin and cperate il

The United Way bas olfered
§7.500 for the frst year and White
and Pindon are full of sdeas o0 bow
Lo get the rest

They hope for contmeed sappodt
froen the state legalative delegation
and the commission They expect

Money for the Jesse Owens Park
carme fom A vanely of Surces
Those inchude (rivie, COMOTaN

and gaverrrrant inds. Ofhers
0 10 T park throuch donatng
ratioeials and ther Bme. Most

what they ave and whoee £ went

Corporate and private donations:
= Coca-Cola, §15000

o BeESoum, 57500, lardscapeg
P Chamgeon Internasional, £3,500,

e beiits, motels for Owens

famay

= Barictest §1,700

I Bartem Shollon J . putieter o
THE DECATUR DALY, welcome

canr

I Wimon and Ann Warnen, rock
or oo Covier

> Thurston il socks for weloorr
conter

> Hoower indusinies of Docatur, £
fruck icads of gravel, pading lots
I Suwniry Corstruction laber 10

Dirve parking lots

- s Winesler Electric Mormber-

ship Com , utilties
P West Morgan-East Lawrence
Wakis Authonily, wialis Serece

Public funds:
B Tornessoe Valey Aoty
000

could geestrate hands
W A.lhm.obl-n,,nwmﬂ

D CAIT CUF ATy
Alter pfling

- Suat0 of Al $30.000
P Forestry Commasaon $20 000
I Alanama Council of e A,
5000

“This ks a showcase,” White sud
“We waeh 1o keep it that way "



