Owens’ family
enjoys tribute
to Olymplc star
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Owens grew up.

And the park is something Owens' family, most of
whom were visiting from Chicago, are proud of.

“You can't even explain,” said Owens' granddavghtes,

Dawn Prather-Hawk. “It's amaring and it makes you feel
peoud. s 10 s whaehe came .
And while Prather-Hawk now recognizes her lite

grndher 3 great Obympan,growing up. “He was ot
our grandfather,” she said. “He was my grandiather. He

was there to teach you values. Now when you some and

see the things he has done, the older you get the more you

appreciate it This is specil. I's something that sy
our memories forever.”

“He is with us today’

Owens' three da were also on hand for
Saturday’s festivities. And they, too, were appreciative of
the tribute to their fther.

“He was a father,” said Markene Owens Rankin. “a

particularly muml. since her son Stuart
Owen Rankin was carrying the Olympic torch

sprnﬂ

“He was very miuch a fumily man,” Stuart Ranikin ssid.
His involvement in my bfe was not as Jesse Owens the

around and started waving the flags on my way in. it kind
of got to me but it also helped me make it through it also,
He was a humanitarian.

“He was good with us kids. We had 2 large family and
be was in charge of it. He was responsible for keeping us
so close.”

Gloria Owens Hemphill, whose daughter carried the
torch in 1984 and was again invoived in the 1996 torch run.
was excited by the tribute to her father.

1 think it shows what a community can do,” she said.

“He would be overwhelmed, actually,” she said.

And while Owens died in 1980 at the age of 66, Mrs.
Owens was ceruain her late husband's presence could be
felt Saturday.

just can mmhawhemufwl she said with
asmile. “He is with us toda



