Medal

honors
Owens

By George Embrey
Chief, Dispatch Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Bush, presenting a special
Congressional Gold Medal to the
widow of the late Jesse Owens
yesterday, compared it to the
Nobel Peace Prize given to for-
mer President Theodore Roose-
velt.

Bush recalled that Owens'
track triumph at the 1936 Olym-
pic Games in Berlin “was an
unrivaled athletic triumph, but
more than that, it really was a
triumph for all of humanity.”

“The Berlin games were to be
the showplace of Hitler’s theo-
ries on the superiority of the
(Aryan) master race until this 23-
year-old kid named Jesse Owens
dashed to victory in the 100, the
200 and the 400-meter relay,”
Bush said.

Those victories and his win in
the broad jump made Owens the
first Olympic competitor to win
four gold medals. The fact that
he was a black shattered Hitler's
racial claims.

March 29, 1990

AP file photo

Jesse Owens

Bush showed Owens' widow,
Ruth of Cleveland, the Nobel
Peace medal in the White
House's Theodore Roosevelt
Room given for Roosevelt’s con-
tribution to world peace, helping
end the Sino-Soviet War.

“This gold medal sends the
same kind of a message,” Bush
said.

Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio
(Cleveland), sponsored the legis-
lation to strike a special medal
honoring Owens.



It's time to truly honor Jesse Owens

On arecem trip through
Lawrence County High School, T
discovered something that was
shocking, 1o say the least.

While I was wailing to make a
picture of the recent selected LCHS
cheerleaders, | picked up an
Alabama history book and was
flipping through the pages.

After looking through the first
couple of chapers, | wmed to the
index 1o find out what pages Jesse
‘Owens could be found on.

1 was surprised w find no
written history of Owens, His name
was mentioned in the book's
“honor roll of notwd 20th century
Alabamians.”

[ was also surprised that the
boak -+ " A History of Alabama™ --
by W, Swat Harris, said Owcns
was frem Morgan County.

Specifically, the book said
Owens was from Danville.

With disbelief in my mind, 1
answered the students probably
knew Owens was from Lawrcnce
County.

But, the more T thought about it,
1he mare I needed to know for sure.
5o last Friday, I conducted my own
study.

Irandamly selected 10 LCHS
students from the top four grades
and asked them questions about

Jesse Qwens.

Each of these students had taken
or were currently enrolled in the
required Alabama hiswry course.

‘Again, | was surprised.

Only four of the 10 students
knew Jesse Owens was bom in
Lawrence County. In facy, only
eight of the stdents knew he was
bom in Alabama_

Seven of the students referred to
©wens a5 an Olympic marathan
runner. Another student said he
won "some medals” at the “recent”
Olympics in Los Angelas.

*1 think he's from Russellville,”
said one student,

“Yes, T know all about him,”
another student sad. Tsn't he fram
Florida?”

The one questions that every
Lawrence Countian must ask is:

Have we failed to honor
the greatest Olympic track
star in the history of the
United States?

‘This past Sarurday marked the
10th anniversary of the death of
Qwens.

Last week, President George.
Bush presented the Congressional
Gold Medal to Ruth Qwens, widow
of the 1936 Olympic star, for her
husband's “humanitarian

This moument Is located at the Jesse Owens
Memorlal Park In Oakville. Owens was born

By Deangelp
McDanlel
‘Sports Editor

contributions in the race of life.”

In 1982, Lawrence Countians
paid thei tribute to Owens with the
first annual Jesse Owens Memorial
Run.

The run came afler months of
controversy in which the Lawrence
County Commission refused to
place a monument on the
courthouse Lawn Lo hanor Owens.

The decision drew coverage
from the national media. A cloud
of dust lingered over Moulton and
Lawrence County.

A lot of people called the county
commission’s decision racial. Some

commissioners, who voted not to
place Owens' monument on the
courthouse lawn, made a terible
decision.

However, it's a decsion that can
be comected.

In June of 1987, 1 became
closely associated with the Jesse
Owens saga in Lawrence County.

In a 1987 interview with Gina
Hemphill coc of Oweas’ six
grand ers, | was shocked at
the feclings that the U.S. Olympic
Committce had about Lawrence
County.

Miss Hemphill told me the
Olympic Commitee was appalled
when Lawrence County refused to
put Owens’ moument on the
courthouse lawn,

“You know,” she continued,
“That committee would have done
anything for Lawrence Coun-y w©
honor my grandfather.

Hemphill 10ld me Owens was
most than just a personality. She
said her never talked much about
growing up in Alsbama.

Hemphill also said she was
proud of Owens for winning four
gold medals, but the elements be
had to overcome and the mannes in
which he overcame them meant
more 1o her than the medals.

She talked about him being in a
country were “being a black man
was not 2 good thing to be.”

Hemphill ssid: “How he

In Qakville and later moved 1o ONlo. (Stall
pholoe by Deangelo Mc Danlel}

Lo N o0llon) Advitlart), T aprils 1990, B/

ed 10 overcome the
environment 2nd concentrate on the
games [ never know.”

Hemphill said the Owens family
was "dejected” about how
Lawrence County handled the
monument situation.

However, she said the far
never :aid 3 “bad word” about
Lawreace County.

“I guess you can say my opinion
is biased,” she said sadly. “But now
that 'm older, I think my
grandfather did more for the humas
race than any other American
ever pasticiple in the Olympics.”

Most Lawrence Countians
applauded the fall of Adolf Hitler.
But, T not sure most Lawrence
Countians realize what Owens
contributed to his downfall.

Hitles had preached the theme of
Aryan supremacy. Owens was the
first person to visibly show that the
Ayran race was not the supreme

1y

race.

Because Owens four gold

medals, many Germans and the
world developed doubts abost one
Fact being more superiof than the
other.

Oweas’ performance in the 1936
Olympics was the first visible
proof to most Germans that they
WErE ot SUpCriof 10 any other race.

‘The Jesse Owens Run and Jesse
Owens Memorial Park are mese
pennics compared (o the
contributions he made to Amgrica
and the human race.

The Jesse Owens race
committec and attendants of the
Jesse Owens Park are proud and
work hard 10 pay wribute 1o Owens,

However, it's time for Lawrence
County 10 trulv pav tribute 1o the

greatest track and Olympic star to
ever represent the United States.

The views and o,
expressed in this column are those
of Moulton Advertizer Sports
Editor Deangelo Mc Daniel.
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Plans exist for Jesse Owens park

By Steve Oden
RO
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It has been 10 years since
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issue. Certain individuals - who

have asked 1 remain wnamed

hached the Iées befose Detion
ook it a8 b erwsade.

People were thinking abowt i
n woring 00 it before the Jesse
Owens monument controversy
became fodder for mationsl
publicaons
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Lecs san over. Lets ot f
abost what happened - lest we
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Oucas doct't belong
Lawrénce Cousty or ONe Stsie

« Usiversity or the US,

The indomisble haman spirit,
which he symbolized, is the same,
* reganfiess of skin color or place of

need 10 remember his
everyday. Owens &2
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Editorials

A great da
in%936 Y

When the 1936 Swunmer Olympic Games
began in Berlin, Adoiph Hitler's Nazi regime
was entrenched in power in Germany. Europe
and much of the free world feared the dictator,
who in & few years would drive the world into
the blocdiest war mankind has ever suffered.

But even as Hitler's shadow was growing
adross the world, that summer in 1936 brought
a glimmer of hope from the United States. The
American Olympic team included an Alabama
nattve who would break records and humiliate
the amrogant German leader.

Jesse Owens, a young black man born In
Lawrence County whe had moved with his
fainily to Cleveland, Ghio, 8t the age of 7, won
four gold medals In the "3 Olympics. He setb
records in the 200-meter race and the broad
jump. He won the 100-meter run and was a

member of the world record-setting U.8. 400-
meter relay team. -

The amazing point about Owens' accom-
plishments is that they all occurred in one day.
Hitler was shocked. Historical accounts report
that the German leader refused to shake hands

with Owens.
It was a great day for Owens. It was a great

ay for the United States, Nonetheless, Owens
sturned home to a country that still sub-
aiped T the separate DUL equal Theory wn
aciety, which was a Sophisticated term for
welsm,

Despite the prejudices that prevented Owens
oin recelving the full recognition he deserved,
e remained committed to promoting his
puntry and encouraging young people to take
dvantage of opportunities.

In the small comnunity of Oakville, where
wwens was born, there i$ a monument in a
mall park recognizing the athiete's heroic day
1 1936, In 1983 the Lawrence County Com-
usslon refused to put the memorial at the
ounty ¢ourthouse, prompting charges of rac-
im. Commissioners denied that charge but
Jakville hecame the site for the monument.

But the Owens Story 15 18I DOmM OYer -A
committee of residents, including the late
runner's “gousin, Marvin Fitzgerald, is looking
fot grant 'money and other Anancial assistance
to develop a 175-acre park Lonoring Owens.
Flans incjude more recreational facilitles and a
small myseum depicting the Alabarian's ac-
complishments.

With the 1986 Summer Olympics scheduled
for Atlants, the park would be an sdded at-
traction In the Southeast. Owens remains the
most recognized Olymptan in American history.
State and federal officials, as well as local
afficials, shouid Join with the community im
glu&king the dream of the Owens park come

e. :

The 6{-year anniversary of Owens’ magical
day in Berlin would be the perfect opportunity
to unveil the park and recall his record-setling
petrformance.

Alabama has produced some great citizens
throtghout its history. ’

Owens' moment of glery in 1936 and the
honor it brought his country should be memo-
talized in Alabama with more enthusiasm than
was shown in the past.
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Jesse Owens Park plans depend on timing

By Steve Oden
of the Advertiser staff

Readying the Jesse Owens Park
and Museum at Qakville for the
1996 Summer Olympics is the
challenge facing a group of
Lawrence County officials and
volunteers,

Although there won't be a single
Olympic athletic event held at the
facility, the possibility exists for
cconomic benefits and national
media auention by networking with
the Olympiad in Atlanta, Ga.

Aulanta is the first U.S. city 10
host the games since they were
held in Los Angeles, Cal., in 1984,

Jesse Owens, the hero of the

1936 Olympics in Germany, was
born in a sharecropper's cabin in
Oakville.

At present, the Jesse Owens
Memorial Park is an open field.
Site preparation work was done
recently by the Lawrence County
Commission, Brown & Root, and
Champion Intemational

Development ideas have come
from an Auburn University study
coordinated by Dr. Tom Chesnutt.
A Birmingham architect, Kenneth
Owens, has agreed to lend his *:lp
with the project.

‘What is needed are funds 1o take
the project forward and complete it
by 1996, according to members of
the Jesse Owens Memorial Park
Board.

The board met Monday evening
1o report progress, develop plans
and schedules, and discuss fund
raising. grant applications, and
public awareness.

Samantha Letson Smith
represented her father, siate Rep.
Sam Letson, al the meeting.

Letson had been called to
Monigomery for a special session
of the Legistature.

She reported that Rep, Letson
had received assurances from 4th
District US. Rep. Tom Bevill that
he supports the development of the
park and inends 1o make a site
NSPECLon s00n,

A mecting was held last week at
the park, she said. Nora Landers, a
NARCOG representative, Rep.
Letson, Sen. Ray Campbell, and
members of the Jesse Owens Park
Commiltee were in alendance.

Mrs. Smith said her father also
met with Gene Anderson of the
Alabama Depaniment of Economic
and Community Affairs about the
park project.

James Pinion, county agent-
coordinator, said the board agreed
that immediate plans  for
development of the park should
include construction of a museum
and the commissioning of a statue
of the late Jesse Owens.

The board's finance commitiee
will be responsible for raising
money for the statue.

County Agemt Henry Buchanan
said contact with Owens' widow
has cleared the way for the board to
rais¢ money in the name of Jesse
Dwens.

Lounty Lommissioner Larry
LouAllen, in whose district the
park is located, said the Lawrence
governing board budgeted $10,000
last year for development of the
project, and he expects another
$10,000 to be earmarked. In
addition, he said there is a good
possibility of obtaining a $50,000
grant 1o use for park development.

LouAllen became the first
person to contribute to the Jesse
Owens stawe fund when he
pledged $100,

Pinion said on Tuesday he
contacted the Alabama Arns
Council about possible sculptors
who might be interesied in the
statue commission.

"They are sending us a list.
They also said it might be possible
10 apply for a grant to help with the
siatue,” he told The Advertiser.

“This whole project is
something we need to move fast
on... We can't afford to drag our
feet,” he added.
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Jesse Owens museum
out of starting blocks

VA WRIGHT

State Editor
MOULTON — Two corporate

giants have changed the park set

aside to mark the Oakville birth-

place of Jesse Owens.

A new road covers the 172
acres of farm land where an ex-
pansion is taking shape. Scarred
earth marks the site where a mu-
ceum will be built and it is possi-
ble to see where a ball field and
track will be.

Howard Peek, construction
manager for Brown and Root, and
Holden Smith, construction man-
ager for Champion Corp., have
completed an eslimated $75.000 in
donated site preparation that in
Cluues engineering

But can the dream discussed in
a small gathering of Lawrence
County residents here this week
be transformed into mortar and
brick? Can this group build a
world-class tribute to the black
man who raced onto the world
stage in the 1936 Olympics and
put the lie to Hitler's theory of
Aryan superiority? Can they do it
by U Olympies in Atlanta,
when tors could detour
through the county to remember a
man who raced himsell inte a
legend when the sports world was
still black and white?

People like James Pinion, who
is extension agent coordinator,

and Therman White, who has
worked since 1983 to see the track
legend honored at his birthplace. say
the museum will be ready.

Their optimism got a boost from
Samantha Smith, who represented
her father, Rep. Sam Letson, at the
planning session in the agriculture
center. She told them Letson con-
tacted Gene Anderson, head of the
Alabama Department of Economic
and Community Affairs, on Thurs-
day. Friday a representative was at
the site to look at it before wriling a
grant application.

Letson will altempt lo get $200,000
in Appalachian Regionai €
money working with Anderson and
U.S. Rep. Tom Bevill, D-Jasper.

Bevill, who has a reputation for
building in his district, plans to visit
the site, Ms. Smith said.

Lawrence County Commissioner
Larry LouAllen said he has been told
that ARC has money it is interested
in spending in the Southeast to boost
the Olympies. He said another
$50.000 may be forthcoming in a land
and water grant through ADECA,
which carries a $30,000 match
commitment from counly govern-
ment.

Although those at the meeting said
they were unsure how lo find corpo-
rale sponsors, some cominittee
members said they know peoplc who

can tell them how that is done.

Next on the agenda was commis-
sioning a sculpture of Owens break-
ing out of the starting blocks. Vary-
ing cost estimates begin at $20,000.
Commillee members wondered if it
can be done for thal. Pinion said he
believes it is important to raise the
money locally for the sculpture.

Henry Buchanan said he has writ-
ten Owens’ widow to tell her of plans
and to arrange a meeling with sev-
eral commitlee members if possible.
The group would like her endorse-
:’qgnt and help in securing memora-

ilia,

Pinion said he believes blueprints
can be ready by year's end with the
museum and picnic pavilion con-
struction taking a year. The plan

calls for ball fields, a track and a
nature trail. In this race against the
Allanta Olympics the “window is
small,” he said,

Bul suggestions were made about
development beyond the Olympic
window. Perhaps a play about Jesse
Owens in an outdoor amphitheater.
Maybe the museum building could
be enlarged to house a national field
and track hall of fame similar lo the
Baseball Hall of Fame at Coopers-
town, N.Y.

_And why couldn't a planned run-
ning track become the premiere site
for track meets in the state, certainly
in the region?

At this meeting ideas were the
collateral of urgency. You have to
mot;dve fasl when you chase Olympic
gold.
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Dana Stover and her nephew, Javaris Stover, sprint by the site of park.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 1993

FUTURE HOME OF
JESSE OWENS
PARK

Park honoring Olympian Jesse Owens
in plans for his birthplace of Oakville

By Frank Sikora
News staff writer

OAKVILLE — Winding through
dun-colored farmland, the blacktop
road rolls to a cluster of four monu-
‘ments sitting at a rural junction.

An American flag pops in the
breezy winter sunshine.

This quiet spot in Lawrence
County is the salute to one of Alaba-
ma’s — and America's — greatest
sports heroes.

Jesse Owens was born at this
humble site in 1914 and went on to
become a track legend.

At the 1936 Olympics in Berlin,
Owens, who died in 1980, shattered
the myth that Hitler's Nazi regime
was made up of supermen.

At the same time, he became a
source of pride among blacks in the
rural South. Now, Lawrence County
wants to do more to bring attention
to the place where Owens was born.

A group of citizens, white as well
as black, has formed a group that
plans to build a 17.5-acre park in the
track star's honor, and hopes to have
it done by the 1996 Olympics in At-

lanta

“When you think of the Olympics,
you think of Jesse Owens,” said
James Pinion, a member of the com-
mittee. “We have high hopes that we
can get it done and that a lot of tour-
ists going to Atlanta will stop by to
see this site.”

Residents of Qakville, some of
them related to Owens, joined to-
gether to buy the 17.5-acre tract, lo-
cated directly across the road from

park. They then deeded
it to the county.

Pinion said the group hopes to ob~
tain grants from foundations to as-
sist in the $500,000 project.

In fact, some of the work has been

by a construc-
tion firm named Brown and Rool.
That company has graded the land
and constructed a gravel road that
circles a small Iuwlfr

Residents of Qakville think a new
park will help bring jobs to the area.

Elsie Fitzgerald, 62, a cousin to
Owens, lives about 50 yards from
l.he small park and helps take care

"And Thurman White, he lives

right near here, he cuts the

grassin the summertime,” she said.
White is the chairman of the nark

committee and took the leal in cre-
ating a new park to honor Owns,
Pinion said the park will indude a
museum, track, softball field, ennis
courts and walkmg trail, and tlare's
talk of an ouf drama aut

Owens.
Back in the 1980s there was on-

in Moulton,
Il was finally placed in Oakville,
and even then vandals tried to over-
turn it. Plnm said such feelings
seem to have
‘While the plans \mrold the small
corner lot at the edge of a field will
remain the state’s tribute to Owens.
largest marker was placed

there in October 1 m The inscrip-
tion bears the signatures of Gov.
George Wallace, lkm and state

Rep. Gary Aldridge.

The marker reads:

He inspired a world enslaved in
tyranny and brought hope to his
Jellow man __. from the cotton-
Jields of Oakville to the acclaim of
the entire world, he made us all
proud to be called Lawrence Coun-
tians
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Folsom to seek funding
for Jesse Owens park

By Dono Beyerla
Mantgonery Buseau

oring four-time Obmpic gold medal-
st Jesse Owens In time for the 1698
Atlanta games.

Folsom said he would attend next
month's Appalachian Regional
Comumission n
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Folsom to help with Owens park

MONTGOMERY (AP) — Gov.
Jim Folsom says hell try to help
Lawrence County officials with their
plans to complete a park honoring
four-time Olympic gold medalist
Jesse Owens in time for the 1996
Atlanta games.

Folsom said Monday he would
altend nexl month's »\ppalachmn
Regional Commission meeling in
Washington and would try to help

sources but more is needed.

“We see a good potential for it
not only for the area but also the
state,” said James Pinion, a mem-
ber of the Jesse Owens Memorial
Park Board.

The board has a $5,000 grant
from an Alabama Council for the
Arts but needs more money to
commission a slatue of Owens,

i which would cost $80,000, Pinion
the park committee with an ARC said.
grant of $75,000.

The park is located in Owens’
home town of Oakville, about six
miles east of Moulton, and is about
one-fourth finished. Funding has
come from grants and private
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Folsom to help with Jesse Owens park

MONTGOMERY (AP) — Gov. Jim Folsom says he'll try to help
Lawrence County officials with their plans to complete a park honoring
four-time Olympic gold medalist Jesse Owens in time for the 1996
Atlanta games.

Folsom said Monday he would attend next month's Appalachian
Regional Commission meeting in Washington and would try to help the
park committee with an ARC grant of $75,000.

The park is located in Owens’ home town of Oakville, about six miles
east of Moulton and is about one-fourth finished. Funding has come from
grants and private sources but more is needed.

“We see a good potential for it not only for the area but also the state,”
said James Pinion, a member of the Jesse Owens Memorial Park Board.
The board has a $5,000 grant from an Alabama Council for the Arts but
needs more money to commission a statue of Owens, which would cost
$80,000, Pinion said




Funds needed to
complete statue,
museum by 1991“6

McDanie!

By Deangeio
Managing Edor

The proposed development to
Capand e essc Crmens Memonal
Park in Oakville can be a tourist
attraction when the 1996 Summer
Olympics come o AtlanLs, but
affcials i
10 complesc the project

The Jesse Owens Memerial
Park Board recéntly received a
$75,000 gramt from Gov, Jim
Folsom to  complete the

completed Defore
Olympics.”

Owens wile, Mrs. Ruth Cwens,
" said she supports the proposed
sand ;chnpmem plass are oo The park was also
:':l s . n; endorsed by the Jesse Owens

the 1996

Board member James

replica of : birth before ::;::& on, which is based in
the 96 Olympacs.
ovner mae cilies iclude a T S0, ehich shws Owens

nmnmg through the Olympic
ymbol, is being built by

Vedenics Sculptor in Bi
The statoe will est.0n a soid four-
foot granite

The Alabama Council of The
Ans also gramed 54,200 10 help

y for the $80,000 swatoe. Pinion
531 several other peaple have
made donations.

wfiball field, basketball and tennis
courts, picnic pavilions. 8 track.
walking trils and pl

Brasko

When board members met with

Donations are
tax deductible

Donations to belp the  He said contribations 1o help
projected S55D.000 eost to complete the park are ax
construct the Jesse Owens deductible,

ial Park are ax deductible.  In 1992, Oakille residents, led

Officials with the Jesse Owens by Therman White and Marvin
Memorial Park Board said the Fitzgerald, got the ball rolling
asmes of all contribulors will be when they purchased 175 acres of
posted in the parks muscum. property adjacent 1o the Jesse

Anyane interested in making Owens Park.
conwributions may mail them to
Jesse
‘Alsbama Highway 137, Staite 6. desi
Moulion, AL 33650,
e
Gov. Folsom, Pinion said he

Dr. Tom Chestnut, an Auburn

signed the park’s der

.. The museum will have four

galaries. court
will alse be divided into four
he propased project.
“He 101 us he could see the SOC0RS-
beneft of the park whon we talked
10 him.” Panicn said, “Cov, Folsom
said he wanied to see the projest

Pinion aid the i
sections will represcat the four
£0ld medals Owens won in the

oulton Advertiser - Thurssdy, January 13, 1994

1936 Olympic Games in Berlin,
Germany,

Owens, who was the tenth and
last chitd of ¢ poor Southern
sharecroppers, medals in

the bm.d jump, P 100 merer dash,
200-meter dash and 400-meter

relay.
Mie per(m which was the
firstin Olympic history. deliverod a

much of 3 benefit the park will be

Lawreace County.

“We focl like the park will
Lawrence County,” he said,
“However, we need some figures to
show when we're applying for
grans*

Owens was born in the tiny
hamlet of Oakville in 1913, In
1930, be was voied the greatest
wrack man of the ceatury.

Oweas was inducted ioto the
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame in
1970, He was past of the fint class
10 enter the Lawrence Hall of

L University toutism speciatist, gl

bout with cancer, Owens.
died in 1980, In 1990, former

‘Coagressioaal
Hosor* for Bis bamanitarian
«contributions in the race of ki



Olympic torch
may light up
Owens tribute

Bhinm MEws - Aow, ey 22, 1254

i3y Jon Rabiroff
fews slaff writer

OARVILLE — Visitors to Jesse Owens Memorial Park must
make their way past cows, cornfields and modest homes to get lo
the site marking the birthplace of the world-famous athlete

Those turning off Alabama 157 in search of the park are often
surprised at what they find in this northwest Alabama hamlet of
about 200,

“Most people when they come to see (the memorial park), they're
disappointed,” £aid James Pinion, one of those working oward the
park’s development. “They say, ‘Is this all there is to honor him? =

In a small lot on one side of the road is 2 display case contalning
stories and photographs from Owens career. Two monuments dis-
agree about the year of Owens’ birth — one saying “On this site in
1914 was born Jesse Owens, alltime track greal,” and the other
noting his lifespan as 1913-1980, which is correct

Across the road is a 17-acre tract featuring a basketball court
with backboards and rims badly in need of repair

A variely of prople want to turn the park into a more fitting trib-
ute to the hero of the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games. They envision a
10-foot statue of Owens, a museum, a replica of his childhood home,
and a track and related facilities for the running of the four events
in which he earned gold medals

If they build it. they hope the Olympic torch will be brought here
on its way to the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta in honor of Owens®
memery.

Charlie Battle, managing director of sports and international or-
ganizations for the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games, said
a visit was feasible,

“I think we feel very positive about that as something we would
like to do if we can fit it in," Battle said. “In fact, we're talking
about ideas of how we can pay tribute to Jesse Owens during the
Olympie Games. T think Jesse Owens without question is our most
well-known and, to many, our greatest Olympian as far as his
achievements in Berlin.

“1 think the torch is geing through Alabama,” he said. At this
point, we're researching and evaluating routes and times and mile-
age.

(Qwens was born in Oakville and lived in what Pinion called a
“dog-trot house” a few hundred yards from the memorial site. His
family moved to Cleveland, Ohio, when he was § years old.

Owens” Olympic achievements were even more remarkable in
that they were accomplished in Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Germany.
Owens, a black man, embarrassed Hitler and made a mockery of
the dictator’s talk of a “master race.”

Organizers of the park development effort say they have raised
about $250.000 — in government grants, corporate and private do-
rations — of the more than $1 million they peed

While fully developing the 1y in time for the 1996 Olympic
Games may be a tall order, they say they will — at the very least
— have a bronze statue of Owens, in stride and in front of the Olym-
pic rings, to unveil if the torch does make a stop in Oakville.

The park property has been graded and a road put in. Two sets of
Olympic rings decorate the gate leading to the property.

Park architect Kenneth Uwens of Brmingham, who never met
his famous distant cousin, said no matter what progress is made on
the park by the summer of 1996, an Olympic torch visit to Jesse
Owens’ birthplace would be a fitting tribute.

“1 think African-Americans and non-African-Americans who look
to freedom, and how evil can be defeated by good, will take pride,”
he said. “We go to the movies to see the guy in the white hat. Jesse
represents that, not only to Americans bot to people all over the

NEWS STAFF PHOTOV IEFF ROBERTS
Memarial to Jesse Owens in Oakville.

How to contribute

Those wishing to contribute to the non-profit Jesse Cwens
Memorial Park Board may de 80 by mading thelr conations 1o:
13075 Alabama Highway 157, Suite 6. Moulton 35650,

world."”

Marlene Rankin, Jesse Owens’ daughter and executive director
of the Chicago-based Jesse Owens Foundation, said, “That would be
very, very significant because the Olympic movement meant so
much to him. It would be quite an honor to have it stop there be-
cause of what the torch symbalizes.”



