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Lawrence won't let
Owens Park close,
won'’t give extra funds

B L.
DAILY Statl Writer

MOULTON — Two of the people
most respons:ble for estahlls}uheg
Jesse Owens
Lawrence Cnum}' commissioners
for not providing enough funds to op-
erate the s museum for a

board member

man White and former board mem-
ber James Pinion sought answers
from commissioners who voted
ﬁamst providing the museum with

mmmmﬁmmmﬁmg explain how they could justify giving
in a Friday continued meeting xwmr:ulemmdmmt He said
where commissioners approved the L1 ©! 'P“J‘"““pm"eo’k“"e
fiscal 2000-2001 budget. Indian Mounds and Museum)
wmmmwadam ate ball fields about four mon
that ian Year, while the Owens museum op-
would not allow u.e park to close. erates 12months.
saidwould “What will you do about the other
seek slate funds. eight months that the other people
But they did not are shut down and still collecting

James Pinlon Thurman White
“Hitler would be Owens board
proud” mamber

White asked the commissioners Lo

= say that they their money?” asked White. “I'm
p-More on  wouldincreasethe having a problem with that. . . . You
Lawrence, [unds that the mean totellme that you have $1mil-
A8 ! Park board lion in the bank and (won't give us

will need to oper- $9,000). If I had you hired, I'd fire
ateifthestatedoes every one of you. I don't hate you. I
not come think you're good-hearted people . .

T‘hebudgetindudesﬂowzachiw Hyoudon‘llh!nkyou‘mbwlgmed.
the Owens Park and the three other you're backing up. You're being

county-owned parks. The Owens um
Park museum needs about $9,000 a was referring to what ap-
year to pay its utility bills. pears to be an effort by an unnamed

“I know two things for sure,” said
Pinion. “When money is not the is-
sue, | can't understand why that de- most of their constituents don't sup-
sision was made. We'llclose inJanu- port their decision.
ary. The second is; Hitler would be * Chairman Bradley Cross and
sroud of that decision Commissioners Barley Lentz and

Owens, a black track and field ath- Hutson ﬁ.rker have maintained
lete who was born near the park site through they
in Oakville, spoiled German leader should be supported along district
Adolf Hitler's theory of l{\rym s\I: lines, Parke:;uuuauym;:‘dm::d

macy our gold get $25,000 for parks to
P;dalsmﬂlmlkrﬁnﬂbmv%cs among! each commission district.

g:m?so! citizens to shut down
Park

The 2000-2001 solid waste budget

shows revenues of $1,256,500, and

of $1,177,355. That will
leave a year-ending balance of
$79,145. But the figures do not in-
clude $340,000 in certificates of de-
posit, and $200,000 in a liquid ac-
count. Both amounts are part of the
total solid waste fund.

Cross, Lentz and Parker voted
against Distriet 4 Commissioner
Randall LouAllen's motion to in-
crease the $4,000 allotments to
$8,000. The three said at a Wednes-
day work session there is not a con-
certed race-based effort among
white Lawrence County citizens to
shut down the Owens Park.

District 1 Commissioner Mose
Jones, who supported LouAllen's
motion to increase park funding,
said he thinks the problem is not a
lack of money, as some of the com-
missioners’ claim.

ybe some of these commis-

s and people in their districts
care ing about Jesse
." he said 1 the com

-want Jesse Owens Parktobe
ty park. Maybe their embar-

sawsence County Attorney Cecil
Caine said the point that has not
been stressed is that Lawrence
County built Jesse Owens Park.

“We don't get enough credit for it,”

He said that he is sure he said.

Lentz agreed with Cross' sugges-
tion to seek state funds.

“We're nol going to let Jesse
Owens close, we're not goi
anyoruum (county

said. “This is the
m'vehmdndlnyglhu:i“suwe‘m
making progress. $4,000 t you
to February We're not gomgaelowm
you close.



